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registered nurse first assistant (RNFA) payment policy 

 

description of procedure/service 
This policy applies to the payment for surgical assistance performed by a Registered Nurse First 
Assistants (RNFA) in collaboration with a physician during surgery. 
 
RNFA definition: A registered nurse who through additional education and training has 
obtained the necessary technical skills and knowledge to function as the assistant to the 
surgeon during a surgery.  The RNFA is also competent to perform individualized nursing care 
management before and after surgery. 

policy 
Fallon Community Health Plan will not reimburse separately for a RNFA assisting a physician 
during surgery as per Medicare guidelines. 

benefits application 
; FCHP Direct Care/FCHP Select Care 
; FCHP Independent Care 
; FCHP Flex Care Direct/Select 
; Fallon Senior Plan™ 
; FCHP MassHealth 
; Major Medical 
; Bill at Home/Direct Enrollment 
;  Fallon Preferred Care 

coverage and reimbursement criteria 
Fallon Community Health Plan does not reimburse for RNFA services.  

preauthorization guidelines 
Not applicable . 

billing/coding guidelines 
Billing and coding will follow Medicare guidelines. 

place of service 
This policy applies to services rendered at all places of service. 



 

policy implementation 
Policy number:  ADM0023 
Origination:  11/07/01 
Last review:  09/12/07 
Next review:  09/13/08 
Effective:  11/07/01 
Revision date(s): 11/07/01 
 
 
This document is designed for informational purposes only and is not an authorization, or an explanation 
of benefits, or a contract. Receipt of benefits is subject to satisfaction of all terms and conditions of the 
coverage. Medical technology is constantly changing, and we reserve the right to review and update our 
policies periodically. 
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